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Natural Gas Utilities and Energy Efficiency
Direct use of natural gas in homes and businesses is extraordinarily efficient, achieving 92 percent efficiency from the point of production to delivery to the consumer. By investing in the efficiency of buildings and appliances, promoting smart energy choices and subsidizing energy-saving efforts for low-income families, natural gas utilities are helping their customers save money and reduce their carbon footprint, while maintaining the comfort and productivity of their homes and businesses. 
· In 2012, natural gas utilities invested $1.1 billion in natural gas efficiency programs, helping customers reduce their typical annual natural gas usage by an average 16 percent and save $117 in annual energy costs.
· Natural gas utility efficiency programs helped offset 7.1 million metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions in 2012.
· Natural gas utilities contributed nearly $3.7 billion in assistance to low-income customers in 2012. 
· Choosing natural gas heating appliances can double home energy savings. 
· In typical home appliances, the direct use of natural gas results in energy consumption that is 28 percent less than a similar home with all-electric appliances.
· Natural gas water heaters are nearly 50 percent more efficient on a full-fuel-cycle energy comparison. Natural gas furnaces and boilers are up to 96 percent efficient.
Building green means living better, smarter and healthier.
Just by choosing energy-efficient building materials and supplies, homeowners can make positive changes to both inside and outside environments, creating homes that are better for you and our world.
Building green does not necessarily mean starting from scratch or spending more money. There are many ways to improve the green factor in existing homes by using longer-lasting and sustainable materials. 
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