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Recorded by: Stacy Spies
Organization: Avon Historical Commission
Date (month / year): December 2022

Town/City:  Avon

Place: (neighborhood or village):

Address: 366 Page Street

Historic Name: William Brannan, Jr. House

Uses: Present:  Single Family Dwelling
Original: Single Family Dwelling

Date of Construction: ca. 1861

Source: Deed; Visual Assessment

Style/Form: No Style

Architect/Builder: Not Known

Exterior Material:
Foundation:  Stone, Cut

Wall/Trim: Vinyl Siding / Vinyl Trim
Roof: Asphalt Shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: Barn; Garage

Major Alterations (with dates): Vinyl siding and
replacement vinyl sash windows (late 20" C or early 215t C);
Porch enclosed.

Condition: Fair
Moved: noX] yes[] Date:
Acreage: 0.92

Setting: Located in a suburban neighborhood. A late-20t
C residential neighborhood abuts the property to the north
and west. A neighborhood of mid-20t C houses is located
across the street. Nearby houses on Page Street were
constructed in the early-mid-20t C.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

Located on a level lot covered with lawn, the house is oriented to the east, toward the street. An asphalt-paved driveway leads
past the south elevation to a large parking area between the barn and garage. The frame house rests on a cut stone foundation
and rises 1% stories to a front-gabled roof with gable-end cornice returns. A slender brick chimney is centered on the roof ridge.
Two bays wide and two bays deep, an enclosed, hipped-roof porch fills the fagade’s first story. A box bay window is located at
the west end of the south elevation. A 1-story ell extends from the west elevation. The house is clad with vinyl siding. Windows
throughout the house are vinyl sash replacements framed by screw-on plastic shutters.

A frame barn (ca. mid-19% C, AV0.58) is located southwest of the house. The building is clad with vinyl siding and capped with
an asphalt-shingled gabled roof with no overhang. A banked earthen ramp (now covered with asphalt paving) leads to an
overhead metal vehicle door in the streetside (east) elevation. The elevation also contains two small sash windows and a
pedestrian door. A large, shed-roof ell attached to the south elevation contains a similar vehicle door.

A detached frame garage (ca. 1915, AV0O.59) is located south of the house. The building is clad with vinyl siding and capped
with an asphalt-shingled pyramidal roof. A metal overhead vehicle door is located in the west end of the north elevation.

While altered with vinyl siding and replacement windows and doors, the outbuildings are uncommon survivors of Avon’s
agricultural past.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.

366 Page Street was likely constructed circa 1861, the year in which William Brannan, Jr. purchased the property from the
estate of Thomas Curtis (1783-1856).1 William Brannan, Jr. (ca. 1824-1906) emigrated from his native Ireland in 1849 and was
living in Stoughton by the time of the 1850 census. Brannan (also sometimes recorded as Brennan) worked as a bootmaker and
later as a milk dealer. The 1865 Massachusetts census included the family of Irish immigrants: widower William Brannan, his
children William Brannan, Jr., and Mary Brannan, and grandson Thomas Brannan.

In 1903, William Brannan, Jr. sold the house and barn to Italian immigrants Francisco and Carmela Spagna.? Known as known
as Frank and Carrie, the couple lived here with their children. Francisco (Frank) Spagna (1851-1918)2 operated a truck farm on
the property. (A truck farm is typically a vegetable farm where the farmer drives his or her crops to market.) The Spagna family
owned the property until 1999.
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View looking southwest toward garage (left) and barn (right).

View looking south.
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