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Town/City:  Avon

Place: (neighborhood or village):

Address: 544 West Main Street
Historic Name: Abner and Azubah Drake House
Uses: Present. Single Family Dwelling
Original: Single Family Dwelling
Date of Construction: ca. 1830
Source: Marriage Date, Visual Assessment
Style/Form: No Style
Architect/Builder: Not Known

Exterior Material:
Foundation:  Not Visible

Wall/Trim:  Wood Shingles / Wood Trim
Roof: Asphalt Shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: None

Major Alterations (with dates): Porch enclosed;
Replacement vinyl sash windows (late 20" C or early 21t
C)

Condition: Fair

Moved: no[X] yes[] Date:

Acreage: 0.46

Setting: Located on a busy suburban thoroughfare.
Surrounding houses date from the 18" and 19t centuries.

12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.
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[] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

Located very close to the street, the house is oriented to the south and perpendicular to the street. An asphalt-paved driveway
leads past the fagcade (south elevation) to a parking area at the east end of the house. The 1%:-story frame house is two bays
wide and capped with a gable roof with overhanging eaves and gable-end cornice returns. A slender brick interior chimney is
centered on the roof ridge; a second, exterior brick chimney is centered on the north elevation. A gable dormer containing a pair
of small 6/1 wood sash windows is centered on the south elevation. A shed dormer is located on the north roof slope. The
hipped-roof porch located along the width of the facade is partially enclosed at the east end. The porch’s open west end is
supported by a round wood column beneath a wide frieze. The entrance is located in the west elevation of the enclosed porch.
A series of small 1-story ells is attached to the east elevation. The house is covered with wood shingles and trimmed with
cornerboards. Unless otherwise noted, windows are vinyl sash replacements. Interior inspections were beyond the scope of
this survey, but a closer examination of surviving framing, floorplans, and interior features and finishes by an architectural
historian with expertise in early Massachusetts building technology could provide additional insights into a likely original
construction date and on the physical evolution of the building over time.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.

544 West Main Street was likely constructed circa 1830 for Abner Drake, Jr. on land purchased by his father in 1817.1 Abner
Drake, Jr. (1804-1894)? married his wife, Azubah (1809-1876)2 in 1830. Jonathan May (1809-1885)* purchased the house in
1840.5 May worked as a cordwainer (shoemaker) and lived here with his wife, Mary Ann Beal (1808-1886), whom he had
married in 1830. In 1859, bootmaker Edward Scannell purchased the house.® An Irish immigrant, Scannell worked as a laborer.
The Scannell family sold the house in 1918.7 Swedish immigrants Gunnar and Betty Peterson owned the house from 1924
until 1976.8 Gunnar Peterson worked at a grocery store.
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